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PREHISTORIC TIMES

A pre-Neolithic civilization has been substantiated on the
limestone plateau by the discovery of the grave of “la Dame de
Bonifacio”.

ANTIQUE TIMES

800 years BG: Homer already evokes in the Odyssey, that
Ulysses enters into the port of the Laestygonians.

200 years AD: Roman presence is confirmed by numerous
ruins: shipwrecks, villa, several ports, granite quarry and other
objects (money, vases ...).

MIDDLE AGES

The foundation of Bonifacio is attributed to a Pisan lord, Count
Boniface. It is a simple fortified “castle” to begin with, destined
to defend the Strait from invaders.

Pope Urbain Il entrusted the management of the island to the
Republic of Pisa. For nearly 2 centuries, Corsica benefited
from the salutary effects of the “Pax Pisana”.

The Republic of Genoa becomes master of the town and

of Corsica in 1284 ; Ligurian families settled and founded

an autonomous town : with its senate, civil and criminal
jurisdiction, and the authorization to have its own currency.
This is beginning of the construction of the fortifications.
Siege of Bonifacio by Alphonse V, King of Aragon and
Vincentello d’Istria, lord of the island who proclaims himself
Count of Corsica.

MODERN TIMES

Pest epidemic. The population drops from 2600 to 700
inhabitants.

Stop-over by Charles 5" of Spain when returning from an
expedition to Algiers.

Military expedition led by Maréchal de Thermes, assisted

by the Ottoman fleet, in turn led by the pirate, Dragut and a
Corsican mercenary officer of the King of France, Sampiero
Corso. Capitulation of the town and restitution to the Republic
of Genoa in 1559.

Signature of the Treaty of Versailles. Corsica becomes French.
The local community, asks to maintain the Genoese privileges.
During this period and until 1940 the French military undertake
an impressing number of projects to improve the existing
Genoese enclosure.

CONTEMPORARY TIMES

Military expedition to reconquer the island of La Maddalena led
by Bonaparte, then Lieutenant Colonel of the guards of Ajaccio.
15" February, the shipwreck of the Sémillante frigate. There
is no survivor among the 301 sailors and 392 soldiers sent

to reinforce the French troops fighting in the Crimea. Two
cemeteries were set up on the Lavezzu island.

With such a long and rich history, we cannot be entirely
complete. That is why we strongly advise you to buy the book
entitled “Monographie de Bonifacio” on sale at the Tourist
Office or consultable without charge at the Municipal Media
Library.
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